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Supervisory Attorney, Complaints Examination & Legal Administration L

FEDERAL ELECTIONS COMMISSION
999 E Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dedr Jeff:

Enslosed herewith is the Answer of COAST Candidates PAC and Mark W. Miller, its Treasurer in this matter.

I send this not as counsel for a member of the “Regulated Community” that the FEC and its bureaucrats think that

the citizens of the United States are, but as an attorney for those citizens whose rights are protected from you and the FEC
by the First mad Fesxrteenth Amendments to the United States Coustituison.

While I do thank you for your courtesies on the phene, I find utterly appalling she cavulier attitic expressed
regarding the daily infringement on the rights of my clients who elect to participate in the electaral processes of this fine

Having said that, if there is something more I need to do to bring these concerns before the FEC or its seemingly
bottomless cadre of bureaiicrats puid with sur tax dolla=s, let me know.

Very truly yours,
ST
SA .

By —
Christopher P. Finney, Eaq.

Eaclosures

cc:  Mr. Mark W. Miller (w/out enclosures)
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FEDERAL ELECTIONS COMMISSION

In the matter of Rand Paul for U..S. Senate MUR 6270
ANSWER

COAST Candidates PAC ("COAST") and its Treasurer, Mark W. Miller, hereby tender the
following Antvar to the Gomplaint transmitted ta it by Jeff. S. Jardan, Supervisory attomney,
Complaints Examination & Legal Administration.

1. Arst ard foreenost, CONST asserts its rights under the First and Fourteenth
Amendments to the United States Constitution.

2. Secsnd, firere lu o silmgation in ihe Comphuiat of any wrongdoing by COAST. The
caption of the Complaint is addressing the Rand Paul for Senate Campalgn, not
COAST. COART is not a tamad purty io tee astion. Fucther, the only factual
allegations about COAST appeor In the elghth nemberad paragraph of the complaint.
That paragraph cancludes: “These fallures demanstrate that with respest to these
issues Rand Paul for U.S. Senate violated at a minimum 11 C.F.R. §109.21.” Therels
utterly no allegation in the Complaint that COAST violated any law. As such the
Complaint should be dismissed as to COAST, If In fact someone deems to the
Complaint to be against COAST, which is faclally incorrect as there Is no allegation
that COAST violated any law in thewe.

3. Thus, COAST lmn nst idea vy the Camplaint was tranemitial o COAST and wiy luff
S. Jandan says in hic cowor latter “The Fedaral Elections Commission received a
complaint that indicates that COAST candidates PAC, and you as Treasurer, may
have vialated the Federal Elections Campaign At of 1971, as amended (‘the ACT’).”
The Complaint says utterly no such thing.

4. As such COAST considers the Complaint to be harassment of COAST and a violation
of Its First and Pourteenth Amendment rights not by the Complainant, but by tfre
FEC end Its burenucrats,

5. COAST is  very smmll PAC is Cinuiinnicsl, Ohle. It raisas less than 20,000 par amnesm,
sometimes mush less. The bareian of hiring an attesney and tailing volunteer time to
respond to a Complrint, much less a Complaint that Is not against it, and does not
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purport to be against it, Is deeply offensive, and a waste of our limited and valuable
resources.

. Further, the inquiry, harassment and threat of prosecution under the Federal

Electicen Canpaiyn Act of 1971, as posuiie, tms a shilling effaac on the fron spnech
rights of COAST and of ewary other citinens of thas tation who migit dare ©
participate In free speach activities.

. Moreover, the effect of this harassment and system, which needlessly threatens

citizens who engage in their free speech activities, Is to cede the ground of political
speech to large trade assoclations, labor unions and wealthy corporations and
individuals who can hire atfomeys to enture the endless and petty harassinent,
questioning and interference In théir participation In the mevketplace of ideas.

. In shaas, thie FEC umd its ctaff shenii se abamad of ttazsrselwes for paiitg COAST

and Mr. Miller in the position of needing to respond to this baseless claim of a
violatism of ths Federal Emetion Ast, a5 ammendad.

. The name of our organization Is “Caalition Opposed to Additional Spending and

Taxes Candidates PAC,” shortened to “COAST Candidates PAC.”

10. The first allegation in tire Complaint is that an organization known as “Citizens

Organizen] Aguinst Ad¥itienul Spering and Taxes” Issued a letter dated August 3,
2009 on behalf of or In coordination with Rand Paul for U.S. Senate Campaign.

11. The secand oumed organimation slso uses the aesmym “COANT.”

12. While COAST wholeheartedly supports Rand Paul for U.S. Senate, and even moreso

agrees with this other organization’s fundamental right to do speak In favor of his
candidacy without interference from or questioning by the FEC and Its bureaucrats,
which interference and questioning we see as violations of their rights under the
First Amendment and Pourteenth Amendinent tothe United States Constitution
(L.e., you should stop doing It in Sw future), the compldint is mistireetad against
COAST Candidates MC.

13. COAIT Candidazes PAC did ot Issae this initer, siid nat pay {os the disirikvtien of

this latter, did nct inow abes:t the letter hefora it was sent ar until this Complaiat
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was filed, and certainly did not coordinate with the Rand Paul for U.S. Senate
Campalgn in Its sending.

14. Anyone reading the letter would note that it does not contain a disclaimer that it is
paid for lry “CQAST Canadidates PAC,” but arthor tiearly by arnther orgmization:
“Citianas Organize:d Agaireit Athiidonal Spending and Taxes,” which is distincily
something other than “COAST Candidains PAC.”

15. The second allegation against COAST is that on December 16, 2009 it issued an e-
mall entitied “Money Bomb Todayl” attached to the Complaint as Exhibit ). While
COAST is offended by the Inquiry about its exercise of its free speech rights by the
FEC and Its Bureaucraxs, especlally where no Complaint Has been mede against
CORST, COAST does admit that It did sentl the claliwed »-malil.

16. COAST did not spind amy maney th mentiing the e-mall.

17. Thua COAST did nat make a contribution of any sart to the Rand Paul for U.S. Senate
Campaign by means of the e-mall, directly, “in kind" or otherwise.

18. COAST asserts that it did not speak with, correspond with, e-mall with, or otherwise
coordinate with the Rand Paul for U.S. Senate Carnpaign in the creation, design or
sending of the e-mail.

19. As a remlit, COAST asiis #hat the Complaint be dismissed; that CONST revelve an
apolmgy for this Inmaisment and interference with its protected First Amendment
activities, and that the FEC pay the attorneys fees of COAST in needing to respond to

Attorney for COAST Candidate PAC
and Mark W. Milier
FINNEY, STAGNARO,

SABA & PATTERSON CO., LPA.
2623 Erle Avenue
Cincinnati, Chio 45208
Clinnev@iisp-lsw.com
(513) 533-2980



